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November  33,  1$36 


3'-." -a.    'nohinf^ton  Bl^d, 
IndianapoliB,  Ind/ 

'^y  deal  lHas  Thoirgpson: 

I  h.^re  1.  .         very  busy  in  an 
evanr-elistio  anterrrii^'e  zhi^.  past  t«o  weeko,  i  Vnat  I  ':;:a'e 
'  11 V  ule  tire  for  my  Lincoln  correepcndenoa. 

Your  letter  ?;ritten  at  LynoI:burg  was  rc'^eiTsd  in 
iue  iiGatton  ruicl  also  the.  enoioBed  oliTTing;,.  I  re^^ret  tbat 
I  do  not  have,  a  ocfy-  of  the  .Urs.  Va^/.ter  ■.let tor  -in  the 
Louiovllle  Courier  of  1&74.  All  I  have  la  aonse  brief 
extracts  fv6mi  t.t . 

X  reoeivQct;  this  pc.  :  a  letter  from  a  Mr. 

Thor.pDon  of  Springfield.  111.  aonRrati,il'..ting  we  upon 
the  boole.  He  says  hio  people  ori^lmakll^ylivcd  in 
Washington  County,  Ky.  and  vrere  ■'  relfj.ted  tc  the  Mitdhsllc. 
H^9  Vas  no  history  of  the  .-Caclly  however* 

I  ^i'lhl  m  my  eKoeiptQ  fror;  the  George  Rofrere  Clirk 
p. ap era  in  th^..-  Draper  Colleotion  at  lladiaon  Wie.  this  note 
"Qontinental  Applioatione  y  John  Berry,    ""ilXiaa  Ber^y, 
Fi-ances  Eerry,  Benj.  Log.a.n,    Jaiiiea  ThOE?)soR  eto.  0ot.3C,i7?4« " 
T^r.iB  i9  quite  .Sin  early  date  and  I  ate  wondering  If  this 
^roup  waf?  in  Kentucky  -in  early       this*  It  -i/ould  imply  that 
•tilisy  ^^era.    lliene  Thonpson' names  I  also  find  taw renoe,  bora 
Deo. 38,  ltS5>  Healkah.bom  Mir.  10,  XBoZ. 

I  aloo  find  th^Joe  pereon'J  in  I4eroer  Cduwty  1791 
iiartha  KltchiJll,  =3vidently  a  wido'^.  and  the  follovring 
ThoEjpeoneJ  Archibald,  John,  Leonard,  Henry,  John,  Joseph* 

"llliaT?  ThOTtpson  lived  on  "the  Dry  Fork  of  Qhaplln 
--.boat  two  iffiilrB  from  Hardin's  Mill*  on  3ept.S,17B9. 

These  nances  may  not  bo  of  interest  but  'i\ have 
just  noticed  them. 

I  hope  that  you  are  having  ^ood  auooese  w^th  your 
reaeearohes. 

Blnoerely  yourB, 


J 


// 


if''^  ^^^^ 


I 





T-^^.-.-ir'^  ^K^X-*— ^-^-'^^^^^la-  ^^^'IL'il^''''^...-^^ 


O^-tA^A^      ^    - 

r^^xJi^Lu/      Vv^-'^t^^i^     Ct^^u^u^  n-iA^^ 


7- 


^3.^^/£^>v^  'I  yf^'^  fi^M^^  ^^^^ 


^ — 


/  /    /     .     .  ^ 


-  J  "7 


j-J-^  eU-*^  ^^UA^r^  Hr*- 


^^^^-^^        l^yzyL^A^^i^^^yt^^  •     / ^    l^iU^^iyi^L/L.    t^y^^^t^^u^  ^^^^^ 


Ax-. 


A 


  ^  £^(^Ju^^ 


^  A.6WC^  J^t^^ 


^^^^^^  i 

^Vw^l^^^\y^^^  JJZmX—   %Ji^iS^A^^^^   ^hrrn^tJL^M^  //^T^Wfe^ 


tCCx.yi_,^    ^W-iyp'^L^  C:l,.t/jLAyh.^ 

,^Vl.r^^^^cJ^     (^-€LAr_jeM.4^   ^j^,ZAL4.^t~-zyL- , 


I'lV^xX^  {u  f  /  luf  t.v  X/-  //- ' ' 


tijlx.   ^IaA^     j^^L^  (P ClAv-i^^'i^^^''^y 


/lapU-f^'  ditJ^jL^^t^ 
<^  ^ ^^^^ 


JL 

jL^uL^i^  ^^^feftrrt^^ 


jtLJn  ail.  ^Lr-.^  ^y'^^T^ 


dJLet^  0.. 


\,  i^t.^v'vn^/t^^      /^^^^  ^l^^^^^P^t^-f--iA^/U 


to 


^f^iA.uu  /H^  /V-i^  tW^  //t^  ^^t^yi^  L  ^t^-r^ 


/ 


^  u^i  


'  ^  ^     Lata.  ^ 


/  / 


/ 


•AX 


i    ^^^^^  f       ^  ^  ^^^^^^^ 


6 


c 


'^7 


3106  Q  at,  H.tl. 


X 


Only  m 


9k  to 

■I 


■  w 


arid  it 
.liar  T   '-  vl  it 


I 


..    ....   \i9  mis 

'•n  to  yaur  lnT,e9tl£:a.r,lon. 

,   inmi    ■? 

i,      cia*.       of  ,«ny  .eo.;:iatano«  to  you  In  -  I  hope  you  .4^-^- 

I  laavs  hor  for  a  tvto  neeks  vacation  on  July  13,1  ha  I  hoped  that 
yo  at  dom©  plaoa  you  iLikd  becm  aaatold  to  roaoh  -cy  my 

i  bat  I  fini  none.  31n9«i©ly# 


¥o\^  will ,  bs  plfjfiUiaci  to 

'  '  It  need  not  V><;  ».  giro  my,  boot 

.  -0, ,  sb,ow  the  ir,  ....  in« 

Sbipl.  ore  o^.  T 

...  .io  quail ti^ 

Lincoln* 

li.  ..iU  to  know  il  y>. 

that    ou  i .         brU.,  ^    j?  ftndtngje  before  the 
publio«  I  -^teiaeraly  hoF«  thfit  vmx  my  feel  like 

loinjj  ^thia      I         •  ■ 
tlcn  to  hi  tori  « 

Yr  '     "llllnp;  tc  lat  tiic  isuiOv  your  alnd  c 

Oil  t?ilo  :    .    ..     -  1  m^  keenly  intore^tii-c:  in 
a«!Sin^y  you  brin^  forth  yovx  f IndinfR^ 
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SoiwwdWff  Vr^  1926 


Ml9«  Xftte  A*  ISaoapmn 
I.  f  •  A. 

1^        list  fliQ^p^as 

I  «a5j  very  glad  to  hear 
frm  ftm  aaod  leam  of  your  pi*esi»iee  ta  Xsdlan* 
a^lia^  and  n^ret  that      pXaas  dQ  not  call 
for  a  Tisit  tliere  this  coming  ire^« 

Mrs*  Hltch(H»d£«  wbo  mde  soc^  aa  exteaslvs 
seardh  for  Haaka  faaily  records  as  early  as  1894 
has  turned  over  all  of  her  data  to  m  aod  I  am  now 
getting  it  ready  for  publleatton*  She  had  gathered 
the  history  of  aore  than  3990  Hnnks  FaaaUies* 

Her  lo^rs  do  mt  msSm  el  ear  the  Ripley  and 
Thoicpsoa  and  Mitchell  relations  aead  I  shall  lar^lji 
have  to  rely  <m  n^r  ovn  reeesr^es  and  those  of  coy 
fricsids  idio  have  nozked  in  this  field,  to  preset 
am  adet^te  history  of  these  iH^gnate  failles*  1!here 
aare  i^sarently  a  dozen  or  mm  people  at  mk  on 
th9  laiks  and  Ripley  families  J-ost  nov  and  Mrs* 
^bite  has  just  Goii^leted  a  Tery  eadkaastive  s@erch 
for  records  in  Virginia  which  has  been  quite 
sQeeessftil* 

I  should  like  Tery  maeSti  to  Icnow  your  plans  for  the 
irelease  of  the  records  you  hare  ^thered  and  if  I 
ean  he  of  any  possible  assistance  to  yo^  in  Uiis 
respeetf  will  you  please  advise  oae*  If  you  trip 
hadk  east  brings  you  this  vay  I  shoiild  like  Tery 
■Bch  to  see  yoiu 


Sincerely  yours » 


^  At- 
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Fe^roary  1$,  1931 


Ml8«  Kate  %omp«OQ 
1040  Saath  Coast  BlTd. 
La  Jolla,  Califorala 

daar  M9m  Thoiapaont 

I  apFToclated  Teiry  roach  receiflng  ycmr  letter 
In  whldi  y<m  cl«irly  state  ycrar  position  with  relation 
to  the  oanoseripts  you  bave  besaa  able  to  gather  OTer  a 
long  period  of  y^ears. 

X  happened  that  I  had  a  paper  before  the 
Indiana  Historieal  Society  and  met  there  for  the  first 
tiaie  Mr.  Stith  Thospsoa. 

At  that  time  I  asked  him  as  to  where  you  were 
residing  and  if  you  conteoiplated  maidng  pablic  any  of 
these  findings. 

As  oxtT  d^ication  approaehed  it  occurr«i  to 
me  that  if  you  did  not  have  other  plans  for  your  aana- 
seripts  it  would  at  least  pay  you  some  tribute  for  tibe 
very  valuable  woric  you  have  done  to  reco^ise  your 
efforts  by  nataing  a  collection  of  aaanuscrlpts  for  you 
with  the  pez^onal  satisfaction  that  would  come  to  you 
that  your  efforts  for  laany  years  would  be  cons  erred  in 
a  great  collection  of  Lincolnlana. 

After  writing  you  we  were  Tery  happy  to  learn 
that  Mr«  Sigh  ''ylcCulloch*  grandson  of  Lincoln's  Secretary 
of  the  Treasure,  had  seen  the  wisdom  of  preserving  his 
grandfather's  docoments  by  loaning  thm  to  this  Fouadatioa 
and  thereby  perpetuating  not  only  his  grandfathcsr's  name 
but  conserving  the  valuable  records  which  he  had  saved. 

While  I  appreciate  your  attitude  of  mind  and 
have  no  word  of  criticism  to  offer,  yet  I  am  hoping  that 
some  time  you  may  feel  that  Mrs.  Hitchcoclc*s  personal 
investigations,  your  own  efforts,  and  ray  personal  in- 
vestigations in  this  field  stay  be  brought  together  und«^r 
the  same  roof  so  that  every  effort  tnight  be  made  to  solve 
the  riddle  of  Lincoln's  anc^try. 


Miss  E&ts  7homp«o& 


Febroary  19,  1931 


-  -  Page  Two  -  - 


tf  at  any  tiae  you  f««l  that  you  wofuld  eare 
to  bare  u«  placd  your  records  in  our  arehlTes*  either 
as  a  lo^  or  a  pamaneat  deposit,  abould  he  very  glad 
to  haT®  you  taka  up  tha  matter  with  us.  It  was  sot 
our  paTpQti9  to  taks  tha  initiative  ia  this  suggestion 
1»t  It  was  mentionad,  faaling  that  it  might  appaaJL  to 
you, 

fho  raasoB  you  hava  not  1»a«a  rac#iTis)g  Li&cola 
Xiore,  our  waokly  pahlieation,  is  due  to  the  faet  that  I 
could  oot  saesi  to  get  a  reply  from  the  plaee  I  directed 
a  letter  to  you  in  Indianapolis  and  therefore  did  not 
have  a  good  address. 

Under  separate  oor9T  I  am  twoding  you  a  coissplets 
file  of  Lincoln  Lore  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  furnish. 
I  resFst  that  a  great  many  of  the  early  issues  are  gone* 

As  soon  as  ray  very  busy  lectiure  season  is  orer 
I  shall  be  veipy  glad  to  avail  i^yself  of  the  invitation 
to  ask  you  some  questions  tds^ii^  laay  help  me  in  solving 
some  of  the  firginla  contacts  of  the  faamies  e^sociated 
with  the  Itiocolns. 

On  March  2  I  r^d  a  paper  before  the  Fllsoa 
01ub«  Louisville,  on  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  grandfather 
of  President  Lincoln.     It  would  be  of  very  great  ifelue 
to       if  you  could  supply  me  or  loan  tae  such  infonaation 
as  you  may  have  about  him,  both  ia  Virginia  and  S^tuclcy. 
Of  course  I  have  gathered  a  very  great  deal  "bat  undoubtedly 
you  have  come  across  some  ite^  which  have  escaped  sie. 

If  you  feel  free  to  forward  me  such  inforsetioa 
as  you  have  sotthat  it  might  reach  sse  before  the  final 
draft  of  this  paper,  I  think  it  would  contribute  very  neatb. 
to  ay  efforts  to  give  to  the  pioneer  Abraham  Lincoln  the 
cultured  and  Intelligent  atmosphere  which  he  deservM, 
and  indirectly  remove  the  Berry,  Thompson,  Mitchell,  and 
the  like  families,  into  a  such  highf^r  social  scale  than 
history  has  granted  them. 


yebroary  19»  1931 


I  hope  yoa  will  not  f©«l  that  th©r®  is  asgr 
•«Xfieb  laotlTe  i&  any  so^eatlons  vblch  I  have  mada{ 
agf  cupre^  deair«  is  to  »e@  Jxieticis  done  to  the  faonlly 
of  At>»ah^  IiiscoXa»  aad  I  really  hell  ere  you  are  In  a 
poeltion  to  greatly  a9Bi8t  In  tbie  aaatter. 

I  eiQ  •<8idiiig  this  letter  hy  air  taail  In  order 
that  yoa  laay  have  m  opportmnity  to  r«»pottd  to  this 
reqixmt  in  ease  it  appeals  to  yon»  and  if  some  iteos 
ahoat  the  pioneer  liincoln  are  avallahle  they  most  he 
in  oQr  hands  hy  the  latter  part  of  next  wee^. 

I  vas  rery  mch  pleased  to  make  the  acquaintance 
of  yoar  nephew,  Mr,  Stith  ^omp»mt  and  feel  that  h*  is 
a  worthy  representative  of  the  family. 

tmr  nmB  is  heing  placed  on  our  mailing  list 
for  I«incoln  l<ore  and  yon  will  receive  it  mjBh  week  now 
as  it  goes  forth* 

?sry  sincerely  yoars. 


.Director, 


LiXtlt  Lincoln  Historical  Hesearch  Fonndatioa. 


Via  -  Air  Mail 
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^'^^•'T^T^^rvflrst  Halo  Shampoo  will 
Here's  -'''V  Y""' «'V»' 
leave  your  hair  aglow  wiin  n 

, .  Halo  reveals  the  '^^^'"[,^33"  sh^-""'"^  ^* 
very  first  t>me  you  use  rt^^^  ^  gy 

,-.orious  h.gW.gh^3^;^;T„  "retains  no  soap.  Made 
soap-film  »"  f  "  edient  it  cannot  leave  dull 

soap-film- „„lrklv  and  completely! 
Halo  rinses  -«^J^^h  7ra^nt  lather,  in  hard-  - ^ 

ia^h"ar/^so7;-«^  -  ^ 


6  iets  hair  dry  soft  and  manuB— 


-^-.^f  ™ac/  to  success.' 


When  a  man  looks 

good — and    feels  good  

he's  gone  a  long  way  in 
making  a  success  in  busi- 
ness. Don't  be  handi- 
capped by  poor  vision  or 
'lircd  feelings." 


ETES  EXA3IINED 


Conectly  Styled  Cla«e.  By  Dr.  David  B.  Roth,  Optometfitt 


YOVR  BEAUTIFUL  ENGAGEMENT  RING 
NEED  NOT  BE  HIGH-PRICED! 

Select  from  the  brilliant 
Lorch  collection!  Diamonds 
of  full,  lasting  brilliance 
•  .  .  reasonably  priced. 


'From  rie  Lorch  md  &>im— 
It  Meant  So  Much  More' 

Quality  Jewelers 


l>c.;«f  red  Jeweler  AmtrlOM  Con  SocletT  IZ«  W.  MABKET  ST. 
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Stith  Thomp.on  collecl.  folklore  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Folklore  Card-Indexer 


By  RENA  NILES 


Every  known  motif  in  folic 
tales  lias  been  classified 
by  a  Kentaclcian  at  I.U., 
master  of  10  languages 


STITH  THOMPSON-born  in  Springfield  and 
an  erstwhile  friend  of  Elizabeth  Madox 
Roberts— is  Kentucky's  chief  contribution  to 
scholarly  folklore  and  to  Indiana  University, 
where  he  has  been  a  professor  in  the  English 
department  these  past  25  years. 

The  fiold  of  folklore  is  a  broad  field,  and  in 
it  are  many  diverse  crops.  We  have  the  straight 
hillbilly  singers,  who  make  themselves  heard 
over  the  radio  ad  nauseam  in  the  early  morning 
hours;  we  have  the  night  club  artists  like  Burl 
Ives  and  Susan  Reed;  we  have  a  few  like  Carl 
Sandburg  and  John  Jacob  Niles  who  are  both 
researchers  and  performers;  and  then  we  have 
the  pure  scholars,  like  Stith  Thompson,  who 
will  tell  you  that  he  has  never  coUected  folklore 
"in  the  field-  (that  is  to  say,  from  original 
sources)  but  has  worked  entirely  in  libraries, 
with  printed  texts. 

The  results  of  his  labors  fill  a  good-sized 
library  shelf,  and  are  highly  prized  by  scholars 
the  world  over.  His  forthcoming  volume,  "The 
Folk  Tale,"  will,  he  hopes,  have  a  broader  ap- 
peal—that is  to  say,  it  will  doubtless  be  read  by 
professors  in  the  English  and  history  depart- 
ments, as  well  as  by  specialists  in  the  library. 
Dr.  Thompson  does  not  hope  to  reach  the  man 
in  street,  for  the  man  in  the  street  seems  rather 
remote  to  him.  His  important  contribution  has 
been  the  classification  of  motifs  in  folk  tales 
the  world  over.  In  other  words,  he  has  analyzed 
the  stuff  of  which  folk  tales  are  made,  and 
classified  each  strand.  Once,  on  a  trip  to  Lund 
in  Sweden,  he  was  asked  to  explain  his  work 


to  a  group  of  Journalists.  Though  his  knowl- 
edge of  Swedish  was  adequate,  the  difficulties 
of  the  subject  were  great— in  any  language. 

"You  all  know  Linnaeus,"  he  said  to  the 
Swedish  journalists,  "your  great  scientist  who 
classified  trees  and  plants.  I  am  doing  the  same 
for  folk  tales." 

The  next  day  the  headlines  said:  "Linnaeus 
of  Folklore  on  his  Way  to  Lund." 

Stith  Thompson's  interest  in  folklore  devel- 
oped during  his  college  years.  As  a  child  in 
Springfield,  he  heard  no  folk  songs  other  than 
Froggy  Went  A-Wooing"_though  both  his 
father  and  his  uncle  had  fine  voices  and  loved 
to  sing  Moody  &  Sankey  hymns.  When  he  was 
12  the  family  moved  to  Indianapolis— largely 
because  the  IndianapoUs  schools  were  rated  at 
that  time,  as  among  the  best  in  the  country'  It 
IS  indicative  of  the  family's  attitude  toward  edu- 
cation that  this  move  was  made  almost  entirely 
to  benefit  the  children's  schooling  facilities 
John  Warden  Thompson,  Stilh's  father  one- 
time county  judge  and  then  in  the  cattle  busi- 
ness, readjusted  his  business  so  that  his  children 
could  go  to  better  schools. 

Stith  Thompson  took  his  first  two  years  of 
college  at  Butler  University.  It  was  after  this 
first  half  of  his  college  career  that  he  returned 
to  Springfield,  to  teach  in  the  high  school  under 
George  Colvin.  then  principal  and  later  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  presi- 
dent of  the  University  of  Louisville.  Colvin  had 
raised  the  standards  of  the  Springfield  High 
School  to  a  point  where  it  drew  students  from 
outside  Kentucky,  and  to  this  day  Stith  Thomp- 
son looks  back  on  his  teaching  experience  under 
Colvin  as  invaluable  to  his  development  as  a 
teacher. 

Elizabeth  Madox  Roberts  was  also  on  the 
teaching  staff.  She  had  not  published  any  of 
her  books— indeed,  no  one  suspected  that  she 
had  any  writing  talent  As  a  teacher  she  was 
far  from  successful.  Shy,  aloof,  with  no  talent 
for  human  contacts,  she  was  unable  to  estab- 
lish any  kind  of  satisfactory  relationship  with 
her  pupils.  As  a  result,  she  lost  her  job  in 


Springfield  and  was  forced  to  take  less  desir- 
able posts  at  country  schools. 

Less  desirable — on  the  surface  of  it.  Actually, 
when  she  went  to  teach  in  the  little  school  at 
Maude,  she  was  taking  her  first  step  toward 
fame. 

"I  remember  we  all  felt  very  sorry  for  poor 
Elizabeth,"  Stith  Thompson  recalls,  "and  per- 
sonally, I  never  thought  she  would  enter  into 
the  lives  of  the  people  at  Maude — or  anywhere 
else.  But  somehow  she  did.  She  must  have — or 
she  could  never  have  written  'Time  of  Man'  and 
her  other  books.  Elizabeth  Madox  Roberts  is  the 
perfect  example  of  the  ugly  duckling  who  be- 
comes a  swan — and  I  must  admit,  I  never  sus- 
pected the  existence  of  the  swan,  in  all  the 
years  I  knew  her." 

At  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  where  he 
graduated  in  1909,  Stith  Thompson  got  started 
in*  folklore.  There  he  studied  with  Professor 
Arthur  Beatty,  who  gave  a  course  in  English 
and  Scottish  ballads.  At  one  time  Thompson 
was  given  the  task  of  collecting  the  narrative 
songs  (ballads)  of  primitive  people.  He  worked 
long  and  diligently — found  none — and  reported 
back  to  his  professor  empty-handed. 

"Precisely,"  beamed  Professor  Beatty.  "You 
found  none  because  there  are  none.  Narrative 
songs  and  ballads  are  a  later  development,  and 
simply  do  not  exist  among  primitive  peoples," 

But,  in  searching  for  the  ballads  which  did 
not  exist,  Stith  Thompson  found  the  folk  tales, 
which  did.  When  he  came  to  write  his  master's 
thesis  at  the  University  of  California  his  thesis 
subject  was  "The  Idea  of  the  Soul  in  Teutonic 
Folklore,"  and  his  doctor's  degree  was  ob- 
tained with  a  study  of  ''European  Tales 
Among  .  North  American  Indians"  (Harvard, 
1914).  At  Harvard  he  ^ was  a  pupil  of  the  great 
George  Lyman  Kittredge. 

The  publication  of  his  doctor's  thesis  brought 
Stith  Thompson  a  sudden  .spurt  of  fame  in  the 
halls  of  learning — and  a  paragraph  in  "Who's 
Who."  It  also  left  him  with  a  great  deal  of  un- 
used material — for  in  finding  the  Indian  folk 
tales  which  had  European  origins,  he  naturally 
came  across  many  which  did  not.  These  latter 
became  the  basis  for  his  work  titled'  "Tales  of 
the  North  American  Indians" — published  much 
later,  in  1929. 

With  his  doctor's  degree  in  his  pocket  Stith 
Thompson  went  to  the  University  of  Texas, 
thence  to  Colorado  College,  cn  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maine,  and  finally,  in  1921,  to 
Indiana  University,  where  he  has  been  ever 
since. 

It  would  be  too  long  a  story  to  explain  the 
development  of  Stith  Thompson's  "Motif  Index 
of  Folk  Literature."  Suffice  it  to  say  that  this 
six-volume  work,  which  was  preceded  by 
Thompson's  translation  from  the  German  of 
Aarne's  "Index  of  Folktales,"  is  the  final  work 
in  the  field  cf  the  folk  tale.  In  it  every  known 
motif  is  carefully  indexed;  as  a  reference  work 


it  is  on  a  par  with  the  Oxford  Greater  or  the 
Encyclopedia  Britannica. 

In  the  process  of  compiling  this  index  and 
writing  his  other  books,  Stith  Thompson  found 
that  a  knowledge  of  foreign  languages  was 
necessary.  In  addition  to  the  usual  run  of 
languages — French,  German,  Italian,  Spanish — 
he  proceeded  to  learn  Romanian,  Swedish,  Dan- 
ish, Norwegian  and  Russian.  He  is  most  casual 
about  his  knowledge  of  languages:  "I  had  to 
have  them  in  my  work,"  he  remarks  dryly. 

At  INDIANA  UNIVERSITY  Stith  Thompson 
teaches  a  large  freshman  course  in  world 
literature,  as  well  as  a  more  advanced  course 
called  "World  Classics."  For  these  courses  he 
has  compiled  a  textbook,  "Our  Heritage  of 
World  Literature,"  which  is  widely  used  in 
college  teaching  throughout  the  country.  Thomp- 
son has  a  very  special  kind  of  affection  for 
this  book:  unlike  the  voluminous  index,  which 
is  bought  largely  by  archives  and  libraries,  the 
"Heritage"  goes  into  the  hands  of  individual 
students. 

"It  brings  me  a  nice  little  royalty  check  every 
year,"  Stith  Thompson  remarks. 

Stith  Thompson's  one  and  only  hobby  is 
closely  related  to  his  work:  he  is,  in  his  few 
leisure  moments,  something  of  a  genealogist. 
His  delving  into  ancestors  has  brought  forth 
the  fact  that  the  original  Stith  Thompson  came 
to  Springfield,  Ky.,  from  Virginia  in  1793  (the 
present  Stith  is  a  second  cousin  to  Kentucky's 
poet.  Cotton  Noe).  It  has  also  brought  forth  an 
interesting  tale  concerning  Stith  Thompson's 
great-grandmother,  Sarah  Mitchell. 

Sarah  Mitchell,  it  seems,  came  to  Kentucky 
in  1790.  She  was  traveling  with  her  mother  and 
two  brothers,  when  the  group  was  overtaken  by 
Indians.  Sarah's  mother  was  scalped  and 
killed,  her  two  brothers  escaped  over  a  creek 
by  walking  across  a  log,  but  Sarah,  when  she 
tried  to  follow  them,  got  frightened,  fell  in  the 
creek,  and  was  captured  by  the  Indians.  For  the 
next  five  years  she  lived  with  the  Potawatomis, 
and  was  released  when  General  Anthony 
Wayne  made  his  treaty  with  the  Indians.  She 
somehow  made  her  way  to  Springfield,  to  live 
with  her  mother's  sister,  Rachel  Berry,  in 
whose  home  her  first  cousin  was  also  living — 
Nancy  Hanks,  who  was  later  to  become  the 
mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Of  such  sturdy  pioneer  stock  comes  Stith 
Thompson.  And  though  his  learned  pursuits  may 
seem  to  be  a  far  cry  from  his  forebears'  lives, 
to  these  pursuits  he  brings  the  same  diligence 
and  singleness  of  purpose  which  distinguished 
pioneer  Americans.  The  resemblance,  however, 
is  not  only  spiritual.  Stith  Thompson — tall, 
gaunt,  angular  of  face  and  form — looks  not 
unlike  his  distant  cousin,  Abe  Lincoln. 

Finally,  no  story  of  Stith  Thompson  would 
be  complete  without  mention  of  his  Texas-bom 
wife,  two  daughters,  and  his  delightful  home, 
meeting  place  for  folklore  lovers. 
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Sleep  as  you  have  never  slept  before/ 

Here's  a  marvel  of  comfort  only  this  astonishlns  electroBle 
aee  conid  produce  ...  an  electronic,  not  merely  electric, 
blanket!  A  blanket  that  stays  your  favorite  temperature  all 
nleht  lone  (can't  eel  too  cool — or  too  warm).  Never  a  cold 
or  damp  spot  to  distnrb  your  slumber.  No  more  oppressive 
weleht  of  several  covers.  Just  one  blanket  to  make  up  on. ' 
the  bed,  just  one  to  store  and  launder.  Fully  automatic  ,  .  . 
safe  ...  matchlessly  comfortable.  ^4 
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TWO  folklore  figtires — Stith  Thompson,  left,  and  John  Jacob  Niles.  They  are  looking  at  a 
dulcimer  which  Niles  made  himself  to  aid  him  in  his  singing  of  folk  songs  and  ballads. 
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April  17,  19>0 


Dr,  Louis  A,  Warren,  Editor 
Lincoln  Lore 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Dr.  Vlarren: 

For  sometime  The  Linco3jn  National  Life  Insurajice  Company  has  been  sending 
rae  your  weekly  Bulletins.    I  find  them  most  informative  but  the  Bebruary  6, 
19^0,  issue  vras  of  particular  interest  to  me  since  several  of  my  ancestors 
were  named.    Dr.  Stith  Thompson,  Professor  of  English,  Indiana  University, 
?ra.s  considerate  enough  to  give  my  father  a  great  deal  of  information  about 
our  "tie  up"  mth  Lincoln  through  the  Shipleys. 

In  all  probability  you  receive  many  requests  for  information  even  though  you 
are  not  in  "the  business"  of  suppliring  genealogical  information.    I  am  only 
seeldng  suggestions  as  to  ?;here  I  might  search  for  inforraation  about  Sarah 
Shipley  Ifitchell  and  her  parents,  Robert  and'  Naomi  Shipley  Mitchell.    I  kmoYi 
Sarah  Shipley  Ititchell  married  John  Thompson,  since  they  are  my  paternal 
grandJTather'  s  grandparents  and  their  graves  are  in  the  Pleasant  Grove  Cemetery, 
Washington  County,  Kentuclcy. 

Dr.  Stith  Thompson  revealed  that  Piachel,  Ann,  Lucy  and  Naomi  were  Robert 
Shipley's  daughters.    He.also  informed  us  that  Adam  Shipley,  bom  1682  in 
Ann  Arundel  County,  -T^JJ^fe^ia,  is  the  father  of  Robert  Shipley,  bom  1713?  in 
same  county,  but  v;ho  later  m.oved  to  Bedford  County.  Virginia  (17U7)  and 
still  later  to  MecW-ingberry  County  Virginia  (1771).    I  assume  tliis  latter 
locatj.on  is  the'  Roanoke  River  Country  mentioned  in  the  second  paragraph  of 
your  February  6,  Bulletin. 

Please  accept  my  thanl^s  for  any  infomation  and.  advice  you  are  able  to  send. 
A  stamped  self-addressed  envelope  is  enclosed. 


Sincerely  yours. 


L.  Mtchell  ThomDsdh 
1223  V/ateree  Sti^et 
Kingsport,  Tennessee 


i^iril  20,  1950 


188$  Waters  Streat 

My  <#Qjr  Mr.  Vliasspsfakt 

For  aaajr  7<e«rt  I  bav«        doing  vsMareli  vork  oa  tbe 
Shipley  f eodly  aad  wen  this  pftit  tunaer  eontinutd  toy  efforts  in 
MarylanA  to  gatlier  if  possible  poaitiTe  proof  vith  respect  to  the 
paternal  ancestry  of  AhrahAU  Lincoln. 

I  an  gathering  iqp  such  information   as  aay  be  available 
here  that  can  be  forwarded  vhich  may  give  you  a  picture  of  the 
genealogy  at  tbe  family  aa  far  as  «e  have  been  able  to  go* 

It  is  rather  a  strange  coincidence  that  your  letter  reached 
ns  Just  at  the  same  time  a  letter  arrived  from  Stith  Thompson  who  is 
to  be  here  Monday  for  an  address. 

We  trust  that  we  may  be  able  to  supply  some  information 
that  will  be  of  interest  to  you. 

Very  truly  yours. 


IAV:JN  Director 
L.A.warven 
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MOST  INTELLECTUAL  —  Miss 
Lucy  Thompson  of  Emppria,  Va., 
is  pride  of  Virginia  State  Teach- 
ers' college  at  Farmville.  She  was 
selected  as  most  intelle.ctual  stu- 
*       dent  in  annual  contest. 
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